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Business spotlight

The Print
Shoppe

421 Washington Blvd.
327-8005

Hours:
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Online:
www.thepnntshoppe.com

By DAVID THOMPSON
Sun-Gazette Staff

Michael H. Foster began
The Print Shoppe more than
20} years ago in the basement
of hus garage. Today, after out-
lasting most of his compet-
tors, Foster's printing busi-
ness stands tall,

Not bad for a man who, by
his own admission, “didn't
know anything about (the
business)” when he began.

In 1883 Foster was sellin
office supplies when he decid-
ed to buy & small printing

The Print Shoppe still going

(From Page D-1)

it in 1989 then gutted it and added a big

piece on the back.”

business and move it to his
home in Cogan Station. He
and his wife Patty were the
company’s 2ole emplovees dur-
ing the four years they operat-
eﬁg it there, ! o

“I saw what other printers
were doing and said T can do
that and a whele lot better,™
he said.

white paper, he said.
“People werent very disenminating,”
Foster said. “There was a lot of quality

DAVID THOMPSOM, Sun-Geazene
Michael H. Foster, left, his wife Patty, right, and graphic artist
Charlene Plants stand before a sample of printed materials
at The Print Shoppe, 421 Washington Blvd.

In 1987, they moved it to a
store front at 2089 E. Third St.
and remained there until 1991
when they moved to their pre-
zent shop at 421 Washington
Blvd.

“This used to be an old
home,” Foster said during a
recent interview. “We bought

(See THE PRINT, Page D-2)
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Wwhen the company Orst moved dowr-
town it was just another fish in the print-
ing industry’s very large pond.

ng"']"h&re \::'LI::S ﬁnwﬁﬁ ), Ewick Kopy,

Presto Prnt, Seaif’s Valley Press. They're not
here anymore,” Foster said. “There were too
many print shops for the area”

But while those companies have gone
out of business, The Print Shoppe remains.
Foster gaid it has survived for two reasons:
guality and service,

“We try to do things a little better,” he
said.

Foster said the quick printing business
has undergone a lot of changes since he
began his business, In the early days print-
ing was basieally done with black print on

185U,

“We just didnt want to put a crooked
copy on a sheet of paper,” he said. “We
wanted something that looked good.”

The print shop still does & great deal of
quick printing. They are capable of printing
1000 copies in 15 munutes on two high
speed copiers,

They also have seven one-and two-color
presses that allow them to produce a wide
ra:;%? of printed items.

‘& do business cards, letter heads,
envelopes. We do a lot of monthly newslet-
ters for different organizations, Christmas
ca_lnéis and wedding invitations,” Foster
said.

Graphie artist Charlene Plants has been
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or flyer. lhe customer
11t erther goes to press or
roing to do with it.”
ppe 18 & family operation.
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' operation is everything
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